GE of Bergen. 
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From the Av THOR to his 
FRI ND in London, 


5 in which was encloſed the Jearal. 9 


ren 1 


HAVE not, I confeſs, written to you 
fince the Affair at Bilſen, nor had I now, 
but that in your Letter, which I received 

a few Days ſince, you expreſs an uncommon 

5 Earneſtneſs, almoſt an Uneaſineſs to be in- 

. formed, if in this Place of Slaughter and De- 

ſtruction 1 ſtill live. I live, Sir, and give it 

| you under my Hand, and, I ſuppoſe, you 
will congratulate me that I am able, without 

a 2 to let you know how my Affairs 

| | my Limbs are ſafe, and my whole 

Perſon untouched, except one ptetty large Gaſh 

J have got in the very vertical Point of my Head 

by a Splimer of a Shell that burſt a great Way 
from me; it deſtroyed above a Dozen brave 

Fellows that were unluckily in its Way, and 

_ left wofthleſs me no other Matks of its Reve- 

dee bat a broken Head; ſo here Providence 

gl viltrpoled vifibly to fave your laughing RN 

C uſin, | | 12 B i 7 


IF 


— 
1 


1 


You expreſs a Curioſity to hear, nay, I think 
too, to ſee how. Matters appear among the 
Aflallants and the Defendants : Truly it is a I 
Sight you would be very ſoon ſick of, for 1, I 
that have been here from the Beginning, can- A 
not without Horror view the dreadful Effects 
of one Night's Maſſacre ; there you may be- 
hold the Remains of a human Carcaſs fo diſ- | 
figuted, that all the Reſemblance of the Di- 
vine Image is loft, ſcorched, blackened and 
mangled ſo frightfully, that a Piece of Horſe 
Fleſh, that has been a Month ſunning in a Dog- 
Kennel, cannot look more diſagreeable; in 
another Place you may ſee a Wretch with ſome 
Reſidue of Life groaning out his tortured Spirit, 
his Bowels born ſome Vards from him, a Leg 
lying by him, and the other poor Limbs Kalbe 
to Pieces, Py that if Conſcience did nor fay it 
was a Sin fo to do, it would appear to be Com- 
paſſion to knock him on the Head; Scores 
half buried in the Ruins of a Mine, and what 
appears above Ground horribly ſpread over with 
Blood and Brains and torn Intrails ; in ſhort, 
this is now a Place where nothing but the moſt 
ſhocking Sights are the Objects of Amuſement. 
War of all Kinds has ſomething ſufficiently 
tremendous in its Nature, but a Siege ſo obſti- ; 
[ nately carried on, and fo reſolutely diſputed, as 
this; is a Complication of ſo many and ſuch va= {| ; 
_ rious Horrors, that the moſt bloody Engage- 1 
ment that ever I read of has nothing 1 b , 
t — av" I ſee every Day. Eo ls oo n 
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"Theſe Sights have ſet me, who am not the 
very graveſt Man alive, very often on phi- 
loſophiſing; and really I have reflected with a 
Sigh how ſhocking it was that the wild and 
outrageous Paſſion for abſolute and general 


Sway, or, as the French term it, the Glory of 


one b Prince and his lewd Cabinet of 


Adviſers, ſhould be the Deſtruction of fo many 
| thouſands of Men, each of them as good, or 


perhaps a better Man, than the glorious Bedla- 
mite, That Nations ſhould be engaged in the 
Buſineſs of Deſolation to pleaſe his unaccount- 


able unchriſtian Whims, and Men without 


the leaſt perſonal Prejudice, or particular Quar- 
rel or Enmity, ſhould be led to the Slaughter 


and cut one another's Throats only to make a 


Man perpetual Dictator and Governor over. all 


Europe, and its Prince, who does not ſhew that 


he has either Humanity enough to make the 
People happy who are under his Sway at pre- 
ſent, good Senſe enough-to curb his lawleſs 
thirſt of Domineering; or Sagacity ſufficient to 
detect the Fallacies and wrong-headed Meaſures 


of his ſycophant Council, who blind him with 
the Smoke of the Incenſe of Adulation, which 


they daily offer to him. 


» I will not affirm. pe Truth of _ I am 


going to tell you, but if it is true, his moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty is the moſt unchriſtian Butcher 


living. A Gentleman publickly ſaid here, that | 
one of his Officers, a Man of too much Hu- 
ST and Senſe to ſerve a Grand Seignor ſo 


Sz” | bloated 


Ton, or Sacrifice half the Kin 


4 


| bloated with Glory, told him of the Strength | 
of this Town, and concluded, that it had. fo 
much the Air of Impregnability, that it would 
certainly coſt him near, if not quite, 100,000 
Men to reduce it; the Monarch, inſtead of be- 
ing thunder. ſtruck at the Ruin of ſuch a Num- 
ber, anſwered with a great deal of Calmneſs 
and Indifference, that the King of France 
muſt be brought very low indeed, when he 
ſhould think much of ſuch a Loſs in the Acqui- 
_ fition of a Point ſo much at Heart, and in 
which now his Honour is ſo deeply concerned, 
that he cannot raiſe the Siege without _—_ 
while he has Men ſufficient to inveſt it. 
chink Count Zowendabl is much of his: Makier's 
Principles, for he declared the other Day in 
publick- Company, that he would have the 


ng's Army before : 
it. I have often thought, and ever ſhall think, 


that ſuch wilful and ſtubborn Deſtroyers of -] 
their Species muſt meet with Rebukes, if not 


Puniſhments, in a future State; of the ſevereſt 
Nature; for ſure no King, be he never fo 
highly exalted, has a Right to throw away the 

Lives of his Fellow- Creatures to pleaſe his pe- 
| tulant Temper, or ſatiate his Luſt of Rule. 


You next deſite to know how we within the ” . 


g Walls go on, why the Way that alt the World 
does, every Moment in Danger of Death, and 
wa the midſt of that Danger eating and drink- 


as We have Time, and ſleeping a little when 


i ns that good Chance throws fo much | 
In — 24 


£8] 

Happineſs in our Way, which is but ſeldom, 
We want nothing that js neceſſary to ſupport 
Life, and ſome of its Comforts we may come 
at when we can find Time to enjoy them; 
though when I dine I do not, perhaps, fare 
quite-as delicately as at Lebeck's or Pontack's, 
yet I take my Nouriſhment with a better Appe- 
tite than I have had, when I have trifled away 
a Couple of Hours over a Bowl of Soop ; and I 
aſſure you I ſleep as ſound, except I ſhould be 
awakened by a Mine or a Bomb, as ever I did 
in the Pariſh of St, James s. 1 could wiſh we 
had ſome of your End of the Town Beaux here 
for ſame Time, we ſhould ſoon reform them 

into Men, for after a Night ſpent on the Walls 

or Ramparts, a Man has a plaguey ruffianly | 
Air, a great Inclination to ſtretch, himſelf on 
Straw, and no great Curioſity, if he had it, to 

make his Court to a Looking - Glaſs; theſe Rear 

ſons put together might, I think, reduce ſome 
of the Tribe of very pretty Gentlemen to the 
Leyel of common Men, who may be of Uſe to 


themſclyes, their King and Country. All the 


military Inhabitants here, from the Chief Com- 
mander to the loweſt Soldier, are in top Spirits, 
1 and full of Reſolution, and rather pity the Mi:. 
e 8 ſeries of the French, than fear them: Brave old 
4 i Cranſtrum reſol ves todefend the Town to the laſh; 
d and though he has nat been able to hear a Can- 
non for ſome. Years, yet he takes great Delight 
in ſeeing them fired. There is a good Story 
told of the old Gentleman, which is this. 88 


tat © 
veral Officers of Diſtinction being with him 
ſome of whom could converſe with _ by the 


Fingers, and others by Writing, one, to try 


the General, told him, he feared * Town 
could not hold it long; to whieh Cronſtrum re- 
plied, I am but a ſingle Man, but if I can find 
fifty bold Fellows to ſtick by me, I will keep 


the Town or be buried in the Ruige': : If the 


French make a Breach, I will endeavour by a 


Mount, Wall and Circumvallation to defeat 


them, if there diſappointed,” I will to the 
Churches, them loſt to the Palace, driven from 
thence, I will fight them while a Houſe ſtands, 
and at laſt ſee what can be done by blowing 
up them and myſelf by a Mine; for Bergen. 
6%. Zoom is a Virgin, and ſhe (ball dye like the 

aughter of the brave old Roman, Virginius, 
before ſhe ſhall be polluted and raviſhed ow 
us by the faithleſs Gaul. | 


The old Man was much in TH Ri ght, Ki. 


this Town is the Barrier of Holland, — Key 
to Zealand, and of the higheſt Conſequence te 
the Allies; when this is conſidered, I cannot 


without Amazement hear that the People at 


London are ſo indifferent about the Succeſs of 


the Siege; their Language, Tam told, is, what 


Have we to do with it? It belongs to the Dutch, 
Tet them defend it, or they and it may go to the 


Devil; why this is good Argument, Bait 
All Holland, &cc. could Men and Barth contrve | 


handſomely to go to the Devil together; and 
1d the Place where it was be filled up with Sea; 


U - our” 


* 


ry” 


but alas, if the Ground ſhould Nay unluckily, 
we ſhould find a moſt damnable Neighbour in 


his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, who would every 
Day be playing ſome Devil's Trick or other, 
and ſo I think it will not be amiſs to defend 


Bergen: as long as we can to keep him off. 


I hayejuſt this Moment received a Tranſcript 


of my Journal of the Siege, which I ſend you, 
and you may put more Dependance upon it 


than on any of your Prints or Paris. Alamains. 
I hope to live to ſee. you towards Winter, in 
the mean Time my Duty to his Grace the Duke 
of Let Jack read the Journal Then you 

have de with it. F. arewel. | | 
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| qu! roh E I procced Sethe Penn ke wl : 
7 quite necęſſary for your Information, 
and to cler PP many Phings which may 0c- 
cur to you, to = you a diſtinct, tho ſhort 
Account of this amous Town, which: Uuntaken, 
has ſtood ſeveral and deſperate Seges In the 
Year 1574, it was attacked, to no Plitpeſe — 
the Commandant of Re meſons. "The Prince 
Parma, the avowed Er f Hereticks and 
Liberty, had no better gucceſz in the Year 1 586, 
a Vear deſtined by the Pride of Spain to reduce 
the World, to its Command; and particularly, 
pull down out glorious Elizabeth, but his At- 
tempt was equal to that of the Invincible Ar- 
_ mada's, followed by Diſgrace and Ruin. In 
1622, when the ſtrong Attachment of King 
James was too well known to all the Oppoſers 
of Liberty, the Marquis de Spinola lay down 
before it, with a firm and, if I miſtake not, 


a-yowed Refolution e it, or reducing it 
to Aſhes; it ſtood as it hitherto has, tho' vul- 
nerable, not to be S tho diſtreſſed, 
not to be reduced. 
Bergen-op-Zoom is ſo called from the old Daniſh 
Word Bergen, which fignifies a Mount or Riſing, 
and Zoom, which is a Branch of the Scheld ; 
but if 1 might be perthitted to make a Gueſs 
at it's Etymology, I ſhould rather think it was 
a4 — of the two Latin Words deen. | 
nn 


— _ eunwallation, if I may fo call it, of Moraſſes 


. [9] 


en apud Sinn Bergen by the Belt, as that 
= ſeems to bear ſomething of a 
ſe 


4 mblance to a Belt or Zone ſurrounding it; 
1 bat this is a Part of Criticiſm of ſo little Con- 
F ence, that it may be very well paſſed oyer. 
The Town i is upon a great Riſing or a little 
— and bears the Title of a Marquiſate; 
in che Year 1 533 it was in the Hand of Charles 
the V. the Emperor, who made it a Marqui- 
fate ; it then fall into the Poſſeſſion of the Mars 
quis of Bergues, who by the Dutcheſs of Par- 
na being ſent into Soar, was there arrefted 
and died 2567, and then the Hollanders, not 
yet card. into the High and Mighty States, 
took Poſſeſſion of it, and, you ſee; keep it to 
this Day. It's Situation is the moſt advantgeous 
— can be conceived, being on the Confines of 
| Zealand, Brabant, Holland and Flanders; it is 
in it's Nature. almoſt. impregnable, by it's Cur» 


and Bogs, befides the 2bGhite Power they have 
of opening the Sluices and drowning the whole 
— round, which is Say hee 2 
on the greateſt Emergencies, ra 
ſon 5 at is, that it 1s not ſo "ey en 

again of that Load of Water, which pen 

into a Ground: maintains it 
by the Sun; and then there is 


and 
Poſt till dried up 
a dreadful Danger remaining, upon that Suppo- 
_ fition, which is, that it caſts up many very 
ob and noxious Vapours, which may, and, 


_ 


_ doubt- 


[20 1 
doubtleſs, do carry a dreadful and noxious Qua- | 
lity about them, :and 8 the in Inha- 
= to many Diſorders. 

This Place is ſaid to id How Maſter-piece c:0f 
the great Military Architect, Cochorn; it is for- 
tified well, and exceeds in irs Regularity f in the 
Forts, Baſtions: and the other Works; it has a 
Channel com municating with the Sea, by which 
in Caſes of a Siege, with a very little Caution, 
it is almoſt impoſſible but their Friends may! 
3 with, and reinforce then. 
I was going to tell you that it's Beling ä 
are beautiful; but alas! I muſt fay- they were, 
for few of them are now ſtanding; St. G4. 
true, the Collegiate Church, was a noble Piece 

of Gothick Work, St. Lambert was not far behind 
itz but the Marquiſate Palace was a ſumptuous 
Structure 3; it has three Market Places, ſuch as 
they are now) j but when. I: ſaw the Town fitſt, 
Ethought it a moſt agreeable. as well as an ex- 
_ cellently fortiiell. Piece: But What will not 
War deface? it is as yet a Virgin, but it puts 
me in mind of the Virgin Nuns of Glaſtenbury; 
- who cut off their Noſes to avoid Raviſhment; 
the m_ Part of it's externab Beauty, and all 
it's Ornaments are the Marks of. Violence, and 
the rave? of it's Defenders, who have, per- 
mit me to ſay it, tho one of the Number, have 
behav d as nobly, but I hope will; never be re- 
duced to the e N n = 5 
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Immediately after the Battle near Biiſen, the 
French: miſſing of their Hopes of ſurpriſing 
| Maeſtricht, made ſeveral Marches and Counters 
marches, ſome of them very irregular, to amuſe 
the Allies, who could not ſo far penetrate into 
the Scheme as to. make any probable Gueſs at 
their abſolute Deſtination ; ſome Time it was 
thought they aimed at Breda, at others that 
Lillo was their Mark, when on a ſudden they 
marched to Bergen. op- Zoom, towards which 


ö Place they had detached ſome Troops the very 


. after the Engagement at Bien. 

The Inhabitants ſurprized, as well they might, 
at ſo unexpected a Sight, as an Army ready to 
ſit don before the Town; and proceed to a 
regular Siege immediately, ſent an Expreſs to 

bis Highneſs the Printe of Orange then at the 
Hague : The Stadtholder equally amazed with 
the People of Bergen, called together the Coun- 
cil of State, in which it was directly and with- 
out much Debate reſolved, that Troops ſhould 
on the Inſtant March to their Relief, and all the 
Military in the Provinces were ordered to be 
ready to proceed with their Commanders to join 
the Corps under the Direction of the Prince of 
Samet. Hilbourbauſen, who had by this Time 
very prudently got within the Lines of Bergen, 
and with the Juncture of theſe Troops he found 
_ himſelf the General of 22 Battalions, and 14 
Squadrons, beſides he expected every Day a 
ſtrong Reinforcement from the main Army. It 
was at this Time that I obtained Leave 17 90 as 
111 a Volun- 


* rr 9 


2 Volunteer in this Army, being curious to 


[ 12 } 


know what it was to he befieged, having ſeen 


moſt of the other Caſualties and Circumſtances 


of War. There were at the ſame Time Or- 
ders for cutting the Dikes, but that is as yet 
deferred, and 1 hope there will be no Occafian 


for it. 


Count „ we Gain bad blocked up 


8 che Town only on the Side of An „ he 
tent into t the moſt imperious, and I 
de apt to think it in my Heart, the ſillieſt 


Meſſage that ever came aut of the Mouth of 
io great 4 General as he reckons himſti; but 


Ut 3 very juſt and proper Return, lufficient © 
10 ſting the | 
and vain as he is; the Submiſſion that he di- 
_ refted they ſhould immediately pay to his Maſ- 
ter” was lan 
treated with E 
Anſwer, of their be ſolved: to defend the 
Town tp the laſt: For it is to beobſeryed; that 
there is ſo ver 


art of a Man ſo notoriouſly proud 


ned at, and the whole Matter 


eaſy a Communication with the 


Lines of Nefendabl, that Proviſioms and Rein- 

foroements, while we hold the Communication, 
Can never be Sau and at that very Juncture 
the Maga Aungly 
N aun all the Fortifications:iw-exce 


well "ſtored, 
Hlent Hrder. 
July 13. 1747. Early in the Motnibg taking 


- a View afthoEndingaikhimy-Glaks;'f thought 
their Number very greatly - augmented; but it 


being u little miſty, L iuppoſed myſelf at firſt 
0 but when the gun was riſen; 8 | 
en 


© 
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tained them all the Night 
great and ſmall Arms, and ſeveral of them de- 


is heavy 


U x3 ] | 
then plainly diſtinguiſh that there were arrived 


ſeveral new Troops by their Liveries, and theit 
Numbers farther convinced me that be Was ac- 


tually reinforced; ſo that now we expected the 
Work would quickly begin, nor were we de- 


cCeived. 2 
Fuly 14. At Night they worked till broad 


Day on fs 15th, and we ſaw plainly they 
broke Ground and began to throw up Trenches, 


but this gave us but little Emotion at that Mo- 


ment, for our Situation Was ſo advan 8, 
that we looked upon their Deſigns as the Effects 
of downright Quixotiſm, and certainly this is 
the boldeſt, and I will till think the moſt 


hopeleſs and groundleſs Attempt made by the 


French ſince the Commencement of the War. 
This Day the Inundation by the Dikes on the 


Side towards the dea was compleated, fo that | 


our Circumſtahces wear ftill a better Face: I 
muſt not forget, that the Town obſerving the 
Monfieuts at Work upon the Frenches, enter- 
and Motning with 


rted from the Siege to fee how theit grand 
onarobys Deſigns are approved of in another 


World. 6 


Ja) 16. Though Count — wade 
bis Apptatance before the Town the 12th, yet 
battering Cannon did not come 
tilt this Morning, {o that till now the wiſe 
amongſt us begin to be of Opinion that he in- 
aden Blot e of the Town: But this Day 
1 3 e at 


C1] 


at 3 we ſaw that they had begun to erect 


Batteries to return our Compliments, I ande | 


paid to them 'on the 14th and 1 5th. 


continue {till in our Poſt, though 8 3 


ſome whiſpering this Morning of our Diſlodg- 
ing, but it has been thought more prudent to 


preſerve our Intercourſe with Breda, to prevent 
the cutting off Proviſions, and to be able to re- 


tire to her in Caſe ſhe ſhould be beſieged, and 


this Place taken: All Neceſſaries of Life are in 


great Plenty here, Heaven be praiſed, I, my- 


ſelf, bought a Couple of fine well- grown fatted 


Bowls: within the Lines for the Value- of a 


Shillng Engliſh. This Night between the 16th 
and 17th 'a Sally was reſolved upon, and exe- 


cuted, but with very little Succeſs ; what could 
be'the Reaſon that the Men employed on that 


Service fell into Confuſion, and ſo [ruined the 


whole Deſign, and gave Spirits to the almoſt 
deſponding French, is to me incomprehenſible, 


but ſo it was, and they returned with Loſs and 


Diſgrace, leaving the Enemy to carry on their 
Works, which they do with much Vigor, as 
far as their Conveniency requires. 


1. 


Juh 17. Little done but Firing from. the 


3 on ot Trenches, and from the Trenches 
on the Lines; the French Work luſtily, but the 
Pioneers and Miners are very much alliſted and 
encouraged in their Performances by a Parcel of 
Granadiers with drawn Sabres, who urge them 
on in Contempt of Lead and Iron; hut they 


have one Comfort, that their Taſk-Maſters on 


. Foot 


n 


Nn 


[ ns 
A Foot are paid the ſame Attendance by a Re- 
Z tinue of Horſe behind them. This Evening in 
the Duſk we had very unpleaſing News from 
the Count de Contade's Quarters in the County 
of Maas, whence we learn, that they had got 
together- 2000 Prames, that i is, how flat-bot- 
tom'd Boats, in which to en: bark Troops and 
Artillery for to further Count Louendabl's De- 
ſigns, by attacking ſeveral Forts, particularly 
that called Lillo, Frederick Henry, Krugs 
Schans, and many others. The French Fire 
has not done us much Damage as yet, though I 
am of Opinion that they cannot ſay ſo of ours. 
It has been reported this Day very ſtrongly, 
upon our Change within the Lines, that his Royal 
Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland is reſolved to 
repaſs the Meuſe, and give the French Battle as 
ſoon as he ſhall be augmented by the Heſſians 
and Wurtzburghers, who will, it is faid, make 
an Addition of 10, ooo Men. If it ſhould 
prove fo, and that our Darling is ſucceſsful, we 
may bid adieu to Sieges and Campaigns for the 
remaining Part of the Seaſon. Juſt now came 
in two Deſerters, who after ſurrendering them 
ſelves, were conducted to the Prince; they 
informed us that the Count was obſtinately bent 
upon the taking the Town, though he ſaw his 
Army daily and nightly Becreafe; ; that the Duty 
was fo extravagant, and ſo much above the 
Sufferance of a Man, that many, and thoſe not 
the weakeſt, ſunk under it, and others ſhewed 
ſo much Dilontent, and uttered ſo many dark 
K 8 Phraſes, 
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Phraſes, that it is apprehended there will ei- 
ther be a Mutiny or a 2 and formida- 


ble Deſertion in the Army, for the General has 
not found the Way to gain the Soldiers Aﬀec- 


tions, but has, on the contrary, procured the 
general Hatred of the Army, Officers and Sol- 


diers, by his imperious Behaviour to the firſt, 


and his little Conſideration for: the Lives of the | 


latter. The Fire on either Side has not been 
extraordinary this Night, what may happen to- 
wards Morning we know not. I was awakened 
out of a ſhort Slumber at Three by a ſmart Re- 


port of Guns, they fired with much Fury on 
the Town, which returned it with equal Spirit 


and Bravery : : The Town Batteries do woeful. 
Execution, and the futious Count makes but 


very flow Approaches; our Gunners are well 


ſerved and attended, and do their Duty like 


brave honeſt Fellows. An Attack was made . 
early in the Morning of Yeſterday upon the 


Lines in the moſt extreme Parts, but it was only 


a. Flouriſh of Monſieur le Count” , for he did 


nothing, except the loſing of ſome Men by 
Death, and as many by 
chat his Corps ſuffers moſt ſeverely. We expect 
Prince Waldeok every Day with his Troops, 
they being within a few Miles of us. This 
Day the wounded of the Enemy, which were 


not à few, were ſent by the Tenderneſs and 


| Mercy of their Commander. td We 
every Day expect M. Van Haren and M. Verelſ 
. 5 


vrloo report, 


1 have ſurveyed Breda and 
ae taken 
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taken Care for its Safety and Defence in Caſe of 
an Attack upon it, either by regular Siege or 
Storm. i | „ 

Fuß 18. This Day we were highly delighted 
with an Account, that the brave old Baron 
Cronſtrum was appointed, by his Highneſs the 
Stadtholder, our Governor, as alſo of Breda, 
= Borifleduc, Williamſtadt, and all the other Towns 
in Dutch Brabant, and all that Part of Holland 

on the other Side of the Maz/e. This gallant 
old Officer very richly deſerves all the Honours 
and Compliments which can be paid, his Ac- 
( tivity and Courage ſtill remain, though he is in 
a very advanced Age, and he appears to be moſt 
zealous .not only in the Cauſe of his native 
Country, but alſo to retain the trueſt and moſt 
unfeigned Affection for the Intereſt of the Al- 


lies. He commanded in the Dutch Troops 


that came into England in the Rebellion in 1715, 

and then gave Proofs of the higheſt Attachment 
to the illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover, and ſtill 

declares the great Pleaſure it would give him to 
fight the King of Great Britain's Battles, and 
lay down his little Remains of Life for the great 
Cauſe of Liberty, which he ſees now attacked 

in the moſt imperious and illegal Manner. It 
is Pity he is fo deaf, but while he can fee he 
will not fail to Conduct the Siege with Glory. 


We now expect to be reinforced ſpeedily by the 


Zooo Heſſians in the Pay of the States, for we 
vere to Day informed that they are at Nime- 
guen; they are to come by Water to Steenbergen, 
2249 C and 


i 1 1 


and then we ſhall ſoon have them in the Lines. 


We have underſtoed alſo to Day that the 
Wurtzburghers are on their March. The French 
begin to get Ground, not by Inches but large 
Strides ; by my Obſervation of the Beſiegers, 
ſomething of the greateſt Import ſeems to be 
upon the Anvil, every Creature is buſy and ſtir- 
ring ; but To-morrow, or perhaps to Night, 
if = will let me into their Intention. 
July 19. The Doubt is explained, by the 
Emre, or Miſconduct, or both, of the 
Sally they have carried on their Works: to a 
' ſurpriſing Perfection, and this Morning we had 
all the Mortification to ſee that they had begun 
and finiſhed a Parallel from the Sea on one Side 
to the Cauſeway of Woſe, which terminates the 
Inundation that covers the Lines on the other : 
This is the uglieſt Proſpect that I have ſeen ſince 
1 came hither, but I muſt abide it, it was m 
own Choice. Juſt now it is ſaid a Council of 
War wil! be called, for this Sight has alarmed | 
even our Governor, he goes from Man to Man 
encouraging them to behave well, with Pro- | 
miſes of Rewards, but if on the contrary, with 
the ſevereſt Puniſhments, and he, ſhews them | 
he is in Earneſt ; upon Reflection of the Sally's | 
Behaviour he has erected a Gallows, whereon, | 
he declares ſolemnly, he will hang up every 8 
Man, Officer or private, who ſhall deſert his 
Duty. The Reſult of the Council is a deter- 
mined Reſolution to defend the Town while 
| the ſmalleſt Proſpect of Succeſs or Succours re- 


3 mains, 
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mains, and then not to ſurrender it but upon 
good Terms. This Evening, by the Princes 
Permiſſion, I retired into the Town from the 
Lines, but not with any View of being ſafer, 
for more Danger attended them within the 
Walls from the Beginning, than thoſe inthe Lines. 

July 20. Laſt Night, or very early in the 
Morning, I believe about Two, the Enemy be- 
gan to convince us of their Humanity, firing 
rom three Batteries of Cannon and two of 
Mortars: The Beginning of the Day was tem- 
perate to what happened afterwards ; for about 


eight o Clock they fired hot Balls, Bombs and 


Carcaſſes into the Town, which made great 


Deſolation, the Church was fired and burned to 


the Ground ; afterwards they aimed their Shot 


at the Batteries, but did not diſmount one Gun, 
The Night before we had diſmounted their 


Guns, but they quickly compleated two Batte- 


_ ries of Mortars, the firſt fell upon the Houſe of 


the Draſſart, while the Church was on Fire: all 
the Towers of it fell in about Ten, and about 
Eleven the Whale was reduced to Ruins; the 
Calamity did not ſtop here, for between forty 
and fifty Houſes were reduced to Dunghills, a 
woſt Salle Sight! and may at laſt open 


the Eyes of the Dutch, and ſhew them the 


Friendſhip they are to expect from the French, 

who affirmed at the Time they began to invade 
the Dutch Territories, that they had no other 
Intention but by taking a few of their Towns 


to ws. co the Whole : This mult be =P viſi- 


EF ble 


ble from their inhuman Method of making 
War, where Deſtruction muſt attend every 


_ cularly, 


the other towards the Ky en de Pot, but they 
made no very great Matter of it. 


2% 


Step, and reduce the unhappy People that fall 
into their Power, to the miſerable Neceſſity of 
having neither Houſe nor Home, and give 


them an Heap of Ruins for a comfortable Habi- 


tation. This, I am glad to fay it, has had its 


due and proper Effects, for the French now are 


grown quite odious to che People of the Town, 
both Military and Burghers, and, I think, 
they would rather ſee it reduced to Aſhes, than 
in the Poſſeſſion of ſo faithleſs an Enemy. 
The good Baron Cronſtrom continues his In- 
duſtry by his Methods of Threats and Promiſes ; 
two Hours ago he handſell'd the new Gallows 
with two Soldiers who atttempted to deſert to 
the Enemy in the laſt Fire. Paſt four o'Clock. 


The Fire on the Enemy's Side is leſſened, but 


we continue ours. Juſt now the Prince of 


Saxe-Hildbourghauſen is gone to Tholen very 
much indifpoſed, or to ſay in plain Engliſh, 


very ſick ; I wiſh for his Return, for he is a 


| brave and honeſt Man : He has left his Com- 


mand to Count Gronſtrom, _ 
July 20. I ſhould have obſerved in the laſt 


Day, that the Enemy's Attacks and Approaches 


to the Town were made in two Places, parti- 
the firſt was at the Gate of Voſe, and 


Our Alarms 
are now ſo frequent, that there is neither eat- 


ing, drinking: or ſkeping one Moment in 


Quiet; ; 


Ea 
Quiet ; the French, we think, have ſome new 
Scheme in their Heads, and therefore William- 
adt is laid under Water; our Communication 
is ſtill good, and there is not the ſmalleſt Ap- 
arance of Neceſſity amongſt us, from the 
bis heſt to the loweſt. 
70 2 1. This Day we made a general and 
furious Fire upon the Enemy, not only with 
the Artillery, but the ſmall Arms; and I be- 
lieve we have made a tolerable Execution. I 
obſerved myſelf, that by the falling of a Bomb 
ſome Powder was ſet on fire, but I fear it was 
nota Magazine. The Enemy ſtill work hard, and 
are for erecting ſome Batteries at Obus, which! iS 
the Extremity of the two Parallels. We have 


killed a good Number of their Men; and we 


are informed by Deſerters, who come frequent- 
ly to us, that Mr. Bonville, one of their beſt 
Engineers, is in the Number. We are informed 
that we killed and wounded in the Trenches 
this Day only 95 Men. To-day Count Loen- 
dabl has given a freſh Proof of his Humanity; 
for upon the Subjects of the States, in the Places 
adjacent, refuſing to comply with his Demand 
of unreaſonable Contributions, he has ordered 
all the principal Perſons in the Neighbourhood 
to be ſeized, and put into cloſe Confinement, 
and threatens not only them with Military _ 
ecution, if they perſiſted in their Obſtinacy, 
but bas alſo informed the Peaſants, that if they 
follow their Maſters Example, they muſt ex- 
pect from him nothing but Fire and Sword. d 


— 


mn! 


This I think is 1 more French Kindneſ, 
which may make the Durch remember them 
for ever, if they have any ſuch Thing as as a Re- 
collection of Injuries. 

Fuly 22. For all our Difficulties we are Aill 
in ſtrong Heart and Spirits, and tho' the French 
now and then creep as far as the Glaeis we don't 
mind them, at leaſt we do not fear them. 
We diſmount their Batteries as faſt as they raiſe 
them ; for our Gunners are excellent and choſen 
Men: But to add to their Misfortunes, out ex- 
cellent Engineers have ſet fire to their Powder 
Magazines three Times, in which ſome of the 
beſt of their Train of Artillery were loſt : This 
Concatination of Evils have ſet them up 
thinking, and by our daily Deſerters we are 
told, that they aſcribe all this to the free Com- 
munication wih the brave Body of Troops that 
we have in the Lines, and our Intercourſe with 
Zealand; this ſticks heavily in their Stomachs, 

and to remedy the malignant Diſorder, they 

make it their conſtant, but hitherto unſucceſs- 
ful Endeavour to ſurprize and take ſome wb _- 

Lines that cover Bergen- p- Zum. 

— To this — Por ole, and wht un 
doubted Views of Succeſs, or his Lordſhip, the 
Count, hopes all things, Liowendabl has detach- 

ed three of his favourite Brigades to Senber- 
gen, to hew down, lay, deflriy and take Pri- 
oners all the T Troops there; ber we are pretty 
donfident here, that they will be ready to re- 
ceive Bim, and that neither French Gold, nor 


French 
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French Swords will be able to gain over the 
Officers, or fubdue the Soldiers. While I am 
writing, an Account arrived that 10,000 Men 


; | were ſent from the allied Army to Borfleduc, 


where they are cutting down all the neighbour- 
ing Woods, and putting themſelves in a Poſture 


Of Defence, and rendering themſelves able to 


Join us, if Occaſion ſhould ſo demand it. The 


Firing is now pretty ſmart. I have been on 
the Walls three Hours, and our Loſs is nothing, 
comparatively ſpeaking : They continue the 


Barbarity of red hot Balls, but we may live to 


thank them. In a View from the Walls, when 
a Man may venture, by a Ceſſation of the 
—— I fee a Sight is quite ſhocking, their 
Lines and even Trenches are full of dead Bodies 
ſpwelled and bloated, which muſt, I dare 
ap chend, be moſt offenſive to thoſe who are 
. obliged to be there. Juſt now, being nine o 
Clock, they began with their Bombs, they 
have thrown in ſeveral, and ſome fell ſhort, 
but one did incredible Execution, about fifteen 
Men ſtanding together at the only Houſe re- 
maining of the Streets that were burned the 
other Day, one fell cloſe by them, juſt having 
ſpent its Fuſe ; they had not the Prudence to 
run intire away, or lay themſelves down near 


do it, for then it ſeldom hurts, but ſtood in a 


| Heap about fifteen Yards from it, to ſee it dig- 
it's Way into the Ground, as Bombs do, when 
meeting with a Stone it burſt, and directing 
it 8 * Courſe towards them, of the fifteen i it 

C 4 1 * 
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killed twelve out-right, and wounded the other 
three in ſo miſerable a Manner, that it is a Mi- 
racle if the poor Fellows recover. Paſt 12, the | 
Firing is much leſſened, almoſt done. 
July 23. The French carry on their Works | 
ſmartly, and are endeavouring to draw as cloſe 
to us as poflible; but I am of Opinion, that 
they are a little diſheartened by their unſucceſs- 
ful Attempt made the other Night on Fort Ny 
en de Pot, when they were repulſed with very 
: great Loſs, and a general Kind of Diſmay has 
| ſeemed to ſeize them on that Occaſion ; their 
Deferters, of which we have ſome every Day, 
relate that every thing is ſcarce and dear in 
their Camp, in ſo much that the Men have not 
ſufficient Nutriment to enable them to undergo 
the vaſt Fatigues of their Duty. On the con- 
trary Plenty maintains it'schearful Face amongſt 
us ſtill, and, I hope, will continue. To to do; 
for Yeſterday Evening there were received into 
the City, and the Prince of Saxe Hildbourghau- 
Jen's Camp, 100 Oxen, 300 Hogs, 600 Sheep, 
with many other Provifions and Refreſhments, 
and we have in the Stores Corn and Bread not 
readily to be ſpent. , Our Communication with 
South Beverland is free and open, which, while 
ſuſtained, will never leave us at a Loſs for Pro- 
viſions, Ammunition and Reinforcements ; 
from thence we had lately a great Body of the 
Men belonging to the Artillery. The Town is 
ſtill ſtrongly ſupported for a Defence; for 
without making any Account of the ons , 
2 | De | | WAICN. 
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which are in the Lines, and others tha 
we received from the I land of Walcheren, the 
Town has in itſelf 1 50 Pieces of heavy Cannon, 
which are not kept to be looked upon, but do 
daily and nightly fatal Execution on the Ene- = 
my. About 11 O'Clock we received a Meſ- 
ſage from Count Lowendah!, what the Purport 
of it may be IJ know not as yet; but I ſee that 
the old Baron has called together the Senior and 
Principal Officers to conſider on the Meſſage, 
and determine on a ſuitable Anſwer. All fir= 
ing on the French Side has ceaſed, and all their 
Batteries are ſilent. | 

The Secret is out, the Count ſends his Meſ- 
ſenger to demand of the Governor a Suſpenſion 
of Arms, that he may have an Opportunity of 
burying his Dead, and removing ſo many 


ſhocking and pernicious Sights from the 


| Trenches; for the Enemy begin to be ſenſible 
of the vaſt Detriment it is to them to be oblig- 

ed to ſtand amongſt corrupting Bodies, whoſe - 
Stench muſt create many Diſtempers. The 
Council did not enter into many long and te- 
dious Debates about the Form or Subſtance of 
their Anſwer, for they all came unanimouſly 
into the Reſolution of the Governor, Baron 
Cronſtrom, who, calling in the Count's Meſ- 
ſenger, -told him to reply to his Maſter thus: 
© That he had been himſelf a Soldier for many 
% Years, and thought that he had arrived to 
* ſome Knowledge of the Rules of War, and 


ed * the Methods in which the Beſiegers and Be- 
8 - _ 
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© ſieged onght to treat one another: It was 
* the Buſinefs of a General to take Towns, | 
e and not wilfully and knowingly to deſtroy *! 
* them; that ſuch Acts ſhewed more of the 
0 Savageneſs and Fury of the Tartar, than the 
* Courage and Gallantry of the Soldier ; and 
he thought it not ſafe to hold any the leaft 
Communication with Perſons who ſhould 
** behave contrary to the Rules of War, nor 

e grant to them the ſmalleſt Favour, who in- 
"« ſtead of Conqueſt obtained in a brave and 
* noble Manner, endeavoured to ſpread around 
«© an univerſal Deſolation : The Rules and 
„ Rights of War M. Lowendab! has broken 
I the moſt ſhocking Manner, and therefore 
* he can expect no Favour from a People he 
« has uſed fo hardly, he bas proceeded rather 
like an Incendiary and common Houſe- 
burner, who could fo barbarouſly fet fire - 
* the City by throwing in red hot Balls, 
«© Practice never known till the French 1 : 
According to their Cuſtom; made Improve- 
ments in their favourite Science of Deſolati- 
* gn. For theſe Reaſons tell him, that it is 
Lethe inflexible Reſolution of the Governour, 
* the Council of War, and the Garriſon in ge- 
. neral, that they will not allow a Snſpenſion 
of Arms, and neither give nor receive that 
ot any other Favour.” 
The Meſſenger went anne aely, and as we 
could eaſily fee him enter the Camp of the 
Freneh, we with-held our Guns till-we thought 
LY he 
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he might have delivered the Baron's Anſwer, 
and then immediately we fired upon them with 

the greateſt Fury, and ſeldom did one Shot fail 
of Execution. Their Caſe muſt certainly be 
very deplorable, for it is impoſſible to conjec- 
ture that they can have loſt leſs than 5000, 
if not many more Men; and it may be eafily 
conceived what an intolerable Smell, in ſuch hot 
Weather as this is, muſt ariſe from them: I very 
ſincerely pity the poor Men, who are obliged to 
ſuffet ſo detrimental, and perhaps fatal Misfor- 
tune, by the Obſtinacy and unfair Methods of 
making War, uſed by their General. I believe 
Monſieur the Count is angry to find the Dutch 
oh a ſudden grown fo ſtubborn, who for ſome 
Time had been too complaiſant to his Court, 
for he has juſt thrown in ſeven or eight Bombs, 
but they have done no Execution. Some new 
Scheme is in head with the General, for I can 
obſerve from a Place, where T may with ſome 
Probability of Safety uſe my Teleſcope. that 
part of the Artny is in Motion, and others 
I diſcern now marching, as near as they may 
without Danger, at the Back of the Lines. 
Some new Attack is intended, but we ſhall be 
ready for them. © 3 1 
July 24. The Intention of the Enemy, by 


their Motion, we now underſtand, Steenbergen 


is to be attacked to deſtroy our Communication: 
Beſides the Forces there already a ſtrong De- 

tachment is advancing with all Expedition to 
its Relief: They continue their cannonading 
ED ; | with 
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all their Motions, 
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with little or no Execution, or Succeſs 'of any 


Sort; their Fire is but very faint, and ſeems 


intended for no other Purpoſe but to amuſe and 


divert us from any Thoughts of ſupporting 
Steenbergen; but the Stratagem does not take; 
we hope in a few Hours to have a very good 
Account of their Expedition thither. The 
Attempt upon Steenbergen is over, where his 
moſt Chriſtian Majeſty's Arms have not been 
attended with any Degree of Glory or Succeſs : 

At the firſt approach the Enemy fell with the 
utmoſt Fury upon the Place, and ſeemed reſolved 
to carry it in the very firſt, Onſet; .but our Peo- 


p received them ſo warmly, that they quickly 


gan to abate of their Fury, and retire in 
ſome Confuſion ; at laſt being rallied and head- 


ed on by their Officers; who, beſtowed largely 
on them (EK Threats and Promiſes, they were 


8 upon to renew the Encounter, till at 


aſt they were convinced by our Men that the 


rt was vain, and ſo in much Confuſion and 
Diſorder they retired, having left ſome of their 


| beſt and cholen, Men behind. _ What parti- i 
cular Number was ſlain I have not yet been in- 


formed, but our People all agtee that their Loſs 


is not very inconſiderable. We are told by 
their Deſerters, that they quickly intend - 
make their Approaches by Sap and Mining; 
this Occaſions us to keep a very ſtrict Eye upon 


and J hope, through the 
Bleſſing of Heaven, which ſeems hitherto at- 


Fading our Reſiſtance, that we fhall be able to 
counter- 
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counterwork them. Though it is evident to us 


tat they have loſt a prodigious Number of 


Men, yet their Army rather ſeems to increaſe 
than diminiſh. Our Reſolution of defending 


the Town to the laſt is heightened by every new 


Attack that they make upon us, and by the 


Addition we have of our Numben by the eight 


Companies from Zealand, enables us to ſtick to 
our Determination, and it will be wonderful, if 
we ſhould be 3 to a Surrender, whit: all 


Neceſſaries are in Plenty with us, and that we 


can take in Reinforcements whenever they are 
ſent to us without Danger or Difficulty. 

Count Cronſtrom, attended by ſeveral Officers 
and Engineers, has to Day been to view man 
of the Works, and eſpecially & en de Pot, to 
which it is ſuppoſed that the Enemy will turn 
their next Aſſault, and Orders are given that all 


Things ſhould be in Readineſs to defeat their 


Attempt. Our Engineers are ſome of the beſt 
that ever were employed, and they not only give 
us daily Proofs of their Skill and Reſolution, but 
they alſo keep the Garriſon in high Spirits, by 
diſmounting the Enemy's Works, and declaring 
that they think the Town to be tenable againſt 


twice the Forces employed againſt it: For they 


alledge, that while the Lines are ſecure, (and 


they ſeem to be confident that the French 


will find it an unſurmountable Difficulty to 
force them) that there can be no Danger of 
loſing the Garriſon. The Prince of Saxe is 


Well recovered, and is juſt now returned to his 


Command 


1 

Command in the Lines, to the very great Joy 
of all the Soldiery. We are to Day aſſured that 
Prince Waldeck is marching towards us, and 
will ſoon be here with very conſiderable SUC- 
cours and a large Train of Artillery, which will 
help to Balance the additional Strength which 
we are, informed are approaching now, to the 
Number of 10,000 Men, under the Command 
of Comte St. Germain; they are expected daily, 
and then the French think that their Work will 
be done, and our Ruin compleated, but we 
ſeem under no Apprehenſions of them in any 


Thing but foul Play, and bribing and corrupt- _ 


ing fome of our Officers, which is a Thing that 
bas been attempted, but hitherto without Suc- | 
ceſs; and ſurely the Man muſt be infatuated 
who could receive the Price of his Country, 
and the Blood of his Fellow-Soldiers, from an 
Enemy, whoſe Perfidy is as notorious amongſt 
the Moderns, as ever the Cartbaginian Faith 
was with the People of Old Rome, and all the 
other Part of Mankind that ever that treacherous 
State had any, Dealings with. 

Fuly 25. This Morning early our Gunners 
fired upon the French Trenches, and had but 
very flow Returns; the whole Corps ſeems to 
= very deeply engaged in ſome freſh Project, 
but what it is, particularly, we cannot perfectly 
judge, Our whole Diſcourſe this Day is turned 
upon the Enemy's Mining, and our Engineers 
having viewed all within the Walls, pas. ſome 
rt of the Lines, think that they aal! be able 
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to make their Mining the moſt expenſive Action 
in the Loſs of their Men, that they have as yet 
undertaken, Towards Evening they began to 
Fire again, and one unlucky Ball taking the 
Houſe where I quartered in the Centre, 
'and being quickly followed by another, it 
made a large Breach, and ſo ſhook the Fabrick, 
that I was obliged to ſeek a new Lodging, and 
carry off all my Baggage: This is all the Miſ- 
chief done there except the breaking of an Of- 
ficer's Servant's Leg by a large Splinter of a 
Stone, he unhappily paſſing by when the laſt 
Ball took the Houſe, The whole Garriſon is 
ordered to be ready for Action at a Moment's 
Warning, which makes me conclude that the 
Governor has received ſome new and extroar- 
dinary intelligence. i 
At nine this Evening the Drums beat to Arms, 
whereupon, all the Men, but thoſe on Duty, 
repaired to the Parade, and being there mar- 
ſhall'd and divided into Parties, each received 
their Orders with a ſtrict Charge to be vigilant, 

for that the French had ſomething uncommon 
in Hand ; but after having lain all Night upon 
our Arms, nothing happened worth Notice, 
but that one of our Shot fell on a ſmall Parcel 
of. Powder Barrels, and blew them up, with 
ſome few Men. About two I retired to Reſt a 
little after my Fatigue, when I had not as yet 

got a Lodging, and was obliged to a Brother 
Officer on Duty, for the Uſe of his Quarters. 

I reſted till about Five, when I was, awakened | 


by 
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by by the Drums and an uncommon Hurry; about 
Six I catched up my Arms, and e yer into 
the Street, I found the Soldiers alt rea y to 
March to Kyk en de Pot, to which they ob- 
ſerved the Enemy direQing thar Coors. 
July 26. About nine o'Clock all the Grena- 
diers of the French Army marched down re- 
gularly upon Y en de Pot with Grenades and 
other Preparations, as if they intended to ſtorm 
it, but their Officers obſerving the Walls ſo well 
mann'd, and all Things ſo well diſpoſed for a 
bold and obſtinate Defence, they wheeled off 


and marched back ſlowly, while all the Time 


they were purſued by our Fire both of large 
and ſmall Arms, and we did ſome Execution 
amongſt them. By a Deſerter juſt now let in- 
to the Town, the Governor has been adviſed, 
that being diſappointed i in their Attempt of ſur⸗ 
priſing Fort Kyk'en de Pot, they intend to make 
an Effort upon the Lines, and try to carry 
them, as alſo to raiſe Batteries and open Trenches 
- before the Forts Rover and Pilſen, and to make 
a regular Attack on them in the Front of the 
Lines. That M. Lowendab!'s Army amounted 
to 35,000 Men, but that Proviſions Were mi- 
ſerably ſcarce. 
We have no great Reaſon to fear them, for 
our Batteries are well mounted and well ſerved, 
and do furious Miſchief amongſt them; and now 
we know for a Certainty that Prince Waldeck 
is pretty near us, and will in a very little Time 


2 15 in the Lines, which Conſideration gives 
— - meſh 


I 


freſh Life and Spirits to every Man in the 
Army. This Evening about fix o Clock Gene- 
ral Cronftrom gave Directions to the Officers to 
apply themſelves to the Men of their particular 
Commands, and exhort them to do their Duty 
like Men, for which they ſhould be rewarded 
with Bounty, and provided for as Opportunity 
offers, but to tell them at the ſame Time, that 
if they behaved as Cowards, and Men unworthy 
of their Cloth, he would cut them off without 
Mercy, and if their Demerit called for it even 
with the cruelleſt Tortures; he forgot not to 
hint to the Officers, that there were Rewards and 
Puniſſiments for them too, and that no Man 
who had ſubjected himſelf to Diſcipline. could 
be ſo great but that he might be chaſtiſed, and 
ſuffer equally with the private Men. Since 
Duſk. the Night. has been more quiet than uſual, 
the French are ſeldom out of an Hurry, but 
when their ptolifick Brains are at Work upon 
ſome Thing of Import, what are they at now ? 
They ſcarcely return our Fires, though our 
_ Gunners, who are, I think, 350 in Number, 
give them very. little Reſt, diſcharging their 
Balls minutely at them ; amongſt theſe Gunners 
there ate a great many French, as well as Engliſbd, 
who ſeem to have butylittle Tenderneſs to their 
Countrymen; and the Deſerters; which are 
 multitudinous, affirm, that ſo many leaving the 
French Service, is as well owing to the Succeſs 
of our Gunners, as to the, Behaviour of Coun : 
Lowendabl, and the Scatcity of Proviſion. 
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- Fuly 27. This Morning early we were ſur- 


prized to fee, that in the Night the Enemy 
| bad opened their Trenches before Fort Rover, 


which is near half a League from the Town, 


but our great Dependance ſtill reſts upon the 
Hopes of the Arrival of Prince Waldeck: We 


have continued firing on them all this Day with 


ſome Effect, and that a good one. Though 


M. Lowendabl allows, as a Deſerter tells us, that 
we are a Parcel of as brave Fellows as ever de- 
fended a Garriſon, yet he vows he will ſacrifice 
his laſt Man but he will have the Town, and 


bring us to ſubmit to his Sovereign, for that he 


cannot, in Honour, now relinquiſh the At- 
tempt, but muſt reduce the Town or periſh in 
the Attack; and he ſeems to prepare pretty 
well for this pious Purpoſe, for he has daily 


Reinforcements, one the other Day of 12, 00 


Men, and vaſt Quantities of Ammunition and 


every Thing elſe proper for a long Siege, except 


one great Neceflary, Proviſions. Be that how 
it will, we are reſolved to defend ourſelves as 


long as we can, and fell our Lives at fo dear a 


Rate, that it is not improbable but that the 


French may think it a bad Bargain. This Mo- 


ment they have begun a freſh Attack upon the 


Lines, where indeed they harraſs us moſt-with- 


vice may be true bold Britons, 


out doing themſelves any other Service. I hear 
ſome Talk of a Sally to Night, I am reſolved 
to be one of the Party, and I wiſh, for the Suc+ 
ceſs of it, that the greater Number for that Ser- 
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Ju 28. Laſt Night produced two Batteries, 


as the Night before had opened the Trenches : 
About five o Clock in the Morning they began 


a moſt furious Fire, which held on till near 


nine; but they did us no great Damage, tho 
according to their humane Cuſtom a good 


Number of hot Balls were thrown in; at this 
Time-our Gunners, we thought, had diſmounts 


ed the Battery nearer the Town, for it was fi- 


lent for ſome Time, but quickly began again 
upon us with double Rage; and ſo very fond 
were they of making an immenſe Diſcharge at 
us, that they took little, if any Care at all, to 
level their Guns, to which a great Part of our 
Safety was owing ; but 'our Men of the Artille- 
ry acted upon quite different Principles; for 
thay ſeldom fired without knocking down ſome 
of their Men, or part of their Works. Towards 
twelve a Shot took a part of the wooden Fa- 
brick of their Battery, which raiſed a great 
Smoak,- and laſted ſome Minutes, by which we 


concluded we had ſet it on fire, but the Smoak 


was ſoon diſperſed, and the Battery, if it was. 


fired, quenched. This Diverſion held us till 


about two o'Clock in the Afternoon, at which 
Time their Fire ceaſed, and our's Won after. 


Our Men being much fatigued refreſhed them 
ſelves under the Walls, and there I dined, and 


ſlept a moſt refreſhing Nap of about an Hour, 
nf was diſturbed by a freſh Firing, and 


the falling of a Bomb into the Fort, but it 
did no Miſchief, and ſpent it's Vice and 
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Fury in vain; Now it was that a Sally was 

| agreed upon in earneſt, and to my great Plea- 
ſure 1 underſiood that the Highlanders were to 
be the major Number of the Party: I deſired 
that I might go upon the Command, which 
was readily granted, with an Offer of directing 
the Action; but that 1 declined, as I was only 
a Volunteer, and would not take the Right of 
any other Gentleman. At half an Hour . after 
Eleven we were ordered to iſſue out, or if any 
thing intervened to be certainly abroad by 
twelve; we put ourſelves into Readineſs; and I 
do not know. that ever I ſaw more Alacrity 
and Pleaſure in Men going toan Entertainment 
or Ball in England, than appeared in. the Faces 
of all the North Britons, they were impatient 
of Delay, and 1 believe counted the Minutes, 
while ſome Men of another Nation did not ſeem 
to be greatly elevated upon t the Occaſion, A little 
before Twelve we were out; but as we a 

proached the French -Lodgment, the Centinel 
upon the Piquet or Out-line challenged and 


' _ diſcovered us: Upon this we ruſhed upon them, 


and they ſeemed ready to receive $i and a 
ſmart Engagement enſued, in which the High- 
landers behaved every Man like a Hero, hew- 
ing and ſlaying all that came before them, 
while ſome Men of leſs bloody Minds ſtaid 
behind. We had now almoſt driven them to 
their Batteries, when ſuddenly I miſled half 
my Scots; but ſtill I ſtaid with the Remainder, 
hat as well as we could, and I bleſs God it 


was 
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was very well. We put them all to the Rout, 
when the Highlanders came running towards 


our Body, biding us to make off as quickly as 


poſſible, for they were going to bring ſome 
ſmall Pieces to bear upon us; only for which, 
ſaid they, we had fired the Batteries, which 


Was Our Intent before we came out. We re- 


treated in good Order into the Fort, and the 


reſt of the Night was pretty quiet. 


1 * 


Our Succels in this Affair was extraordinary, 


for with only nine Men being killed and 


wounded, we cut off an incredible Number, 


almoſt as many as our Command conſiſted of, 


tho' ſome have ſaid more. The Remainder of 


the dark Part of the Morning was very quiet, 


whente I judge that we have done more Miſ- 


chief than I at firſt imagined. 


July 29. We had the Satisfaction this Morn- 
ing to ſee that the brave Highlanders had abſo- 


lutely ruined their grand Battery, which they 


are endeavouring to repair under our Shot. 


Juſt now the French beat a Parley, and deſired 
to bring off and bury their Dead, but the Re- 
queſt was abſolutely refuſed, I believe, upon a 

Suppoſition that they intended to employ the 


Time to another Purpoſe, More Men are ar- 


rived at the Batteries, and continue ſtill to ar- 


rive, whence we judge they intend a general 


Attack. The Attack is over, and we have 
driven them from any cloſe Neighbourhood to 
the Fort; our Loſs is no way conſiderable, but 


the Slaughter they have ſuſtained is almoſt ſur- 
„ prieing; 
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prizing; for tho the Action was not very long, 
yet I dare affirm, 
Opinion, that they cannot have loſt leis than 
800 Men. 


to the beſt of my faithful 
Their Fire is not ſo briſk or fre- 


quent as uſual on the Town, Forts or Lines; 
and I think it will very well bear this Inference, 
that they are either ſtraitned in Ammunion, or 
begin to be a little fick of their Undertak- 


ing. 


- Fuly 30. Another Sally was made laſt Night 
with incredible Succeſs, the Highlanders ſeem 
the beſt calculated Men in the Army for this 


Kind of Service; 


and, I believe, the French 


would be very well pleaſed to ſee any Men in 
Arms who do not wear Plads, except t 


| ſhould think proper to make another Scorch In- 
vaſion : It is actually 


ſaid, that theſe brave Fel- 


lows, be ſides doing vaſt Damage to their Works, 


have deftroyed above 400 of them, un infiſt 


n 500. 


July 31. Every Thing Today has: gone on 


very well, our Intentions of all Sorts are rea- 
ſonably 
at the two Forts at the Head of the Lines ſtands. 
fair for being prevented. 
inceſſantly; and by the Account which every 
half Hour comes from our Pioneers, we are in- 
formed that they 5 
above half Way of the Glacis of the Poligune de 

_ Cthorn ; this is what is not ver 


well anſwered; the Aim of the French 


Their Miners work 


have made their Progreſs 
very well liked 


by us, and the General has To-day madd an 


Order hat all the Men ſhould be in Readineſs: 
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for a Sally, which certainly will be, if not a 
general, at leaſt, a very conſiderable one. Juſt 
now it is diſcovered, that they are attacking the 
South - ſide of the Town by Sap, hoping by that 
Means to make themſelves Maſters of it; but 
ſince they are diſcovered, they may expe& a 
Diſappointment ; for our Men are as active and 
vigilant as they can be. They have, in ſpite 
of all our Watchfulneſs and inceſſant Fire, 
carried on their Trenches almoſt to the Pali- 
ſadoes of the Out-works of Fort Rover. We 
expect Prince Waldeck with his Corps every 
Hour; and at his Arrival his Orders are, in- 
ſtantly, and at all Events, to penetrate into the 
Lines: This Reinforcement, when it comes, 
will enable us to defend the Town; and, per- 
haps, give a tollerable good Account of the 
French. . 4 et; 

Auguſt 1. Laſt Night we made a very ſmart 
Sally from the Lines upon the Enemy, who 
formed the Attack upon Fort Rover, in which 
we were fo ſucceſsful, as to cut many of them 
off, and ruin the greater Part of their Trenches. 
We are ſurprized with a Report about the 
Town and Lines, that Prince Waldeck, who is 
ſo near to us as Borfleduc, has reſigned his 
Command to Lieutenant General Swartzen- 
burg, and intends to return to the Hague to 
pray for his Diſmiſſion : This has ſet us alk a 
thinking, but we may think on, we ſhall 
ſcarcely hit upon the true Reaſon for ſo doing; 
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drop'd his Command as being unwilling to 
ſerve under M. Cronſtrom, but this is _—_ 
Stuff. 

_ Auguſt 2. Nothing e till nid 
Evening, when the Enemy made another At- 

tack upon Fort Rover, but without any Effect; 
we were well prepared for them, received them 
in ſuch a Manner that in a little Time all their 
extempore flaſhing Courage was ſpent, and they 
retired in great Diſorder and Confuſion, with 
a conſiderable Loſs of Men; but on our Side, 
God be praiſed, the cut off and miſſing, were 
fo few; that without a ſtrict and regular. Muſ- 
ter we ſhould not miſs them. We are told, 
not to our greateſt Satisfaction, that the Troops 
under the Command of General Swartzenburg 
are ordered to halt for ſome Time: This will 
be a vaſt Diſappointment to us; for we thought 
before now to have them in the Lines. » The 
Fire of the Enemy is moſt ſenſibly ſlackened; 
we expect another Attack upon Fort Rover; 
let it be done as ſoon as they a We are 
. for tbem. 
e 3. Another Attack was mk 3 if. 
5 hex! never ſucceed better than in theſe two At- 
tempts, we need not fear them; they loſt: many 
Men, and we cleared our Works of them, 
without much Difficulty, Our Succours, we 
are confirmed, are advancing quickly to us, 
for M. Swartzenburg i is now at Oudenbos, where 
he is to be met with by M. Burmania, with 
* the Horſe. that ſhall AN aa to n 
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Lines at that Time; and then without Delay 
they are to lead them into the Lines for imme- 
diate Duty. I am not able to account for it, 
but theſe five Days paſt the Enemy's Fire has 
been vaſtly inferior to our's, ſo that I begin to 
entertain ſome Hopes, that they have a mind 
to raiſe the Siege ; for their Attacks upon the 
Town arid Forts have produced very little, and 
their Progreſs in general has been nothing to 
what they firſt hoped, and we apprehended. 
Auguſt 4 and 5. 1 complained but Yeſterday 
of the Enemy's flow Fire, but I cried out too 
ſoon ,, for theſe two Days they have made the 
moſt furious and dreadful- Fire on the Town 
that they have exhibited from the Beginning of 
the Siege, and the Town has returned it in 
no leſs a lively Manner; there is nothing to be 
ſeen but Smoak, nor heard but the Cries and 
Groans of the dying and wounded. The 
French can ſcarcely be kept upon the Works, 
for both Officers and Soldiers now deſpair of 
Succeſs; the only Comfort they have left, is, 
that the Count inſinuates, that he expects Mar- 
ſhal Saxe to join him; but when is the Queſtion; 
and if he ſhould, What is he more than ano- 
ther Man? I doubt not but that by this Time, 
M. Lowendahl has loſt one Quarter of his Men, 
tho that cannot work upon his haughty Spirit 
to quit a raſh and deſperate Undertaking. 
Auguſt 6. The Fire began very early this 
Morning, but was quite ſilent by ſeven o Clock 
this greatly alarmed all the neighbouring —— 
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and Villages, who, from the ſudden Silence, 
were under the greateſt Apprehenſions that 


Fort Rover was taken, this Notion brought 


many into the Lines, who departed better ſa- 
tisfied than they arrived; when they found us 
luſty and in high Spirits, and — how little 
Ground they got at the Expence of ſuch Num- 
bers of Men. This Day the Enemy forced 


in very ſmall Parties, into four different Places 


near the Paliſadoes belonging to the Covered 
Way of the Town. But we ſhall ſoon drive 
them from thence, when we have a little Lei- 
ſure on our Hands. 

Auguſt 7. Yeſterday Lieutenant Colonel Art, 
by 3 Order of his Royal Highneſs the Duke, 
viewed the Town and Forts, that he might 
make a ſpecial Report to the Prince of our Con- 
dition. We begin to have ſome Jokes with 
the French; for they are. conſtantly flouriſhing 


their Hats at us, and giving us to underſtand. 


by Signs that they intend ſhortly to be in the 
Town with us. I believe we ſhall crack; a Joke 


with them To- night; for there are 80 Volun- 


teers of us who are determined to pay them a 


Viſit, as ſoon as it is dark enou g. 


Auguſt 8. We were with the Gentlemen 
laſt Night, and after having made our Ho- 
nours to them with our Swords, we diſ- 
charged upon them, ſome their Fuzces, 


and: others their Piſtols; for Volunteers in a 
Sally go armed as they think proper. Our 
Fire cbuld not be very well borne, and 0 
thay even made a Parthian Battle of it, fled 


3 and 


. % 
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and fought at the ſame Time. We having a 
Deſign upon their Battery, nineteen with me 
as their Commander, were ordered to keep 
them in play, which we did without much 
Danger, while the remaining fixty executed 
their Intentions : The Battery was mounted 
with four twenty-four Pounders, which ſame 
Guns had done much Miſchief to us, and 
therefore our chief Spite was levelled at them: : 
The brave Lads quickly mounted the Fort, 
and in a very little Time nailed theſe four 
Murderers, which done, we joined, and then 
retreated Homewards without Let or Moleſta- 
tion, and went to ſleep after a little Refreſh- 
ment as calmly and innocently as if we had 
done juſt nothing at all. All this was per- 
formed without the Loſs of a ſingle Man. 
Au guſt g 9. A Deſerter which came in juſt 
now tell us, that M. Lowendabl has ſtormed 
moſt furiouſly at the nailing of the Guns, and 
has refitted the Battery with two Twelve- 
Pounders, vowing and damning himſelf, that 
if they ſuffer Guns to be nailed or diſmounted | 
by ſuch inconſiderable Corps as thoſe of a 


Sally, that he will certainly execute the Officer 


on the Poſt as a Coward and a Traitor: I am 


of Opinion we fhall put him to the Trial of 


his Reſolution for we are reſolved to be out 
again to Night. About Nine or rather Ten 
this Evening three Battalions entered the Lines, 
we expected the whole Body, but it ſeems 
ſome are wanted at Breda. The whole Gar- 
—_ riſon | 
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„„ .- 
riſon are of Opinion, that, the French are at 
Work under Ground to procure ſome Acceſs 
to the Walls and Covered Ways. Some of 
the moſt ingenious of our Engineers have 
been examining the Ground, and moſt are of 
Opinion, that the Mine is intended to be near 
or under the Saliant Angle of the Covered Way, 
oppoſite Coeborn's Baſtion. They have begun 

to break Ground for more Certainty. An 
N being ſurmiſed, an Order is 4 50 25 
very Man to be ready. 
pee” guſt 10. Every "Thing da us carries 
an Air of Hurry and Buſineſs. We are all in 
Readineſs for their Attempt, be it what it will; 
the Firing is very flow on both Sides, and 
the Thoughts of both Generals ſeem taken 
up with the Thing of the firſt Import to them 
both, the aſſaulting with Fury on one Side, 
and the repelling with Vigour on the other. 
Early in the Night the fame Body of Volun- 
teers made their propoſed Sally, and without 


the greateſt Effort carried o "the two Guns 


mounted to Day on the Battery, where they 
nailed the Cannon before. About Eleven this 

Night the French ſprung a Mine, as it was 
fufpected, under the Saliant Angle near Coe- 
bern's Baſtion, which making ſome Way for 


them, they forced themſelves into the Covered 


Way, where they propoſed to make a Lodg- 
ment: In this Action they behaved with unu- 


ſual Reſolution, but we being very welkap- 
e of: the Intentions, fell upon them with 


0 51 | pO . 


„„ 
ſuch Fierceneſs and Determination, that in a 
little Time they were repulſed with a moſt 
dreadful and 1 Slaughter; for it is 


certain, that before they retreated from their 


intended Lodgment, that they loſt at leaſt 


1500 Men upon the Spot, beſides what they 
muſt ſuſtain by thoſe that were wounded and 
made unfit for Service, During the Time of 


the Aſſault, the Garriſon ſprung a Mine, 


which did fearful Execution, blowing up, in 


a Moment, two Companies of Grenadiers of 


the Regiment of Normandy, and many more 
of the Battalion Men. Our Loſs does not 
amount to more than 3 50 by the ſevereſt Ac- 


count. We expect now three Regiments to 


Join; us quickly. _ 
Auguſt 11. Count Tann is as mode as 


his Word, and this Morning hung up the 


French Officer who had the Guard of the Bat- 
tery, whence we took the Guns. While we 


were Yeſterday employed in the Town, pre- 


paring for our Defence, the Army in the 
Camp reſolved on an Attack upon the Count 
on 5 Sides. They began their Work about 


Seven in the Morning by the Village of Yeu, - 


but they found the Enemy ſo ſtrongly intrench- 
ed, that it was impoſſible to be able to fall on 
them to any Advantage, therefore after a few 


irregular Skirmiſhes, in which we loſt about 


eighty. Men, they drew off unpurſued by Man 
or Ball, and recovered their Camp at nine 
0 Clock. In * of all our Care and Cou- 


rage, 
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TJ 
rage, the French, though repulſed with ſuch 
Loſs and Slaughter, have found Means this 


_— to form a Lodgment near the Baſtion 


of Zealand; we are in the leſs Pain about their 
being in Poſſeſſion of that Spot, becauſe it is 
detached from the Town, but, I believe, we 


ſhall be commanded to drive chem thence in a 


little Time. We have the Satisfaction that, 
amongſt other their Diſtreſſes, the Enemy is 
in abfolute Want of freſh Water, the little 
which comes into the Camp for the Uſe of the 
Superiors being brought from a great Diſtance ; 
and it ĩs to this, I ſappoſe, is owing the Lan- 
guor and Sickneſs that reigns amongſt them. 
Our Volunteers do incredible Damage to the 
Enemies, by ſome of the boldeſt Eſſays ima- 
ginable; for only the other Day, while the 
French were at Work at the Baſtion of Coe- 


horn, upon Sap, four of them carried two 


Bombs over the Glacis, and then rolled them 
down into their Sap. They did their Work, 

for but a very few Men could run up in Time 
to avoid the Danger; they blew up and tore the 
Top of their Work, and ſet all the Gabions 
into a moſt fierce Flame, whence, I do ſup- 
poſe, that they did great Service. Twelve 
Men, only with Granades, ſupported theſe 


bold adventurous young Fellows; and it is re- 


markable that not one of chem received the 
ſmalleſt Hurt or Scratch in this ſurpriſing 1 


' 3 Our Hearts are ſtill 3 2 
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- Auguſt 12. Little more has happened this 
Day but the common Conſequences of a Siege, 
firing on each other, but the Beſiegers do not 
ſeem ſo very alert above Ground as uſual, 
though we are ſenſible they are not idle under 
Ground. To-day we had the Pleaſure of ſee- 
ing a full Company of the Train of Artillery 
from England, and thirty Auſtrian Miners en- 
ter the Town, who tell us, that in a very lit- 
tle Time we may expect eighty Auſtrian Gun- 
ners, and a Company of Miners more of that 
Country. The French towards four o Clock 
ſprung a Mine, with an Intention to demoliſh 
our great Gallery of the Counterſcarp; they 
ſucceeded, indeed, ſo far, that they ſhattered 
it very much, but have not had the main Pur- 
poſe, which was to render it entirely uſeleſs; 
they have, however, done themſelves this great 
Service, that they have very much damaged 
one of their Lodgments on the Covered Way, 
and very nearly deſtroyed the other; ſo that 
the Advantage of this Performance does not 
| lye very much on their Side. They have ac- 
tually loſt the Benefit of full two Days Work © 
by the Mine acting ſo very contrary to their 

Purpoſe, for they are not fo near us as they 
were the Day before Yeſterday: They begin 


to Repair their Lodgment in the Covered Way, 


bdut we let them have little Pleaſure or Quiet 
nin their Work, our Shot interrupting them 


» , 5 4 0 
every Quarter of an Hour. 
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Auguſt 13. This Mornin g — Swart- 
| zenberg ſent into the Lines ſeven Battalions 
from his Corps, beſides a Regiment from Zea- 
land, and a Battalion of Smiſſaert's, which 
are now under Arms, and juſt coming into 
the Town :- Another is alſo expected hourly, 
and about three Hours afterwards a Number 
of Engineers joined us, ordered to us by the 
vigilant and prudent Duke of Cumberland. 
We ſhall in a ſhort Time recover our Hear- 
ing, for the French firing has almoſt ceaſed. 
- Auguſt 14. The Engineers from England | 
do glorious Service, they have almoſt ſilenced 
the French Batteries, which have ſeemed ſince 
Thurſday laſt to be very. much upon the Re/- 
verie. Our Apprehenſions now are moſtl 
owing to the Notions we have of the Engmy's 
Sapping, but, we hope, as our Workmen and 
their ConduRors in the Town are both vigi- 
lant and ſkilful, that they will be able to ſtop 
their Progreſs that Way: It is evident, that 
they are Men of uncommon Abilities, by the 
Service which has been done by the Mines hi- 
therto, for that blown up by the Lunettes of 
the Baſtion of Coeborry beſides deſtroying 
many of their Men, has deprived them of the 
| 5 they propoſed to themſelves by the 
Poſſeſſion. of that Poſt : For three Days, at 
| leaſt, they ſeem to neglect Fort Ny en de Pot, 
nor do they appear in any haſte to repair their 
Batteries before it; and as for Fort Rover, they 
A Vt to give it lite Attendance ; I "ey 
—_— -. | | DEE _ - 
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[ 49] 
they have done with it. Proviſions and Ammu- 
nition come into us daily, but To-day we had 


an extraordinary Quantity of both, ſo that in 


the midſt of our Enemies we are in the Poſſeſſion 
of Abundance and Affluence. The French do 
ſtill keep their little Poſſeſſion in the Covered 
Way, and the Deſerters of To- day tell us, that 
they are making all proper Preparations to 


batter the Town in Breach; it may be ſo, but 


it tallies very ill with their Report, that M. 
Lowendabl is drawing all the Forces in Dutch 
Flanders which can with any Poſſibility be 
ſpared, and alſo three Brigades from the Grand 
Army to be brought up to him by Monſieur de 


Mountmorin. This I think ſhews he is re- 


duced to ſad Straits; but to our Comfort, M. 
Baroniai has taken Poſt at Sundert, and has 


intercepted one of the Enemy's Convoys ; if 


he continues at this Work for ſome Time, it 


1s not unreaſonable to think but that the Cannt 


muſt grow weary of his Situation. 

Auguſt 1 5. The Enemy have now convinced 
us of their Diſtreſs, for they have drawn from 
Sluys all their Gunners, and ee 
Shell in the Place, ſo that they have not 
remaining above four hundred Men in any 
tolerable State of Health left in that Place. 
About eleven O'Clock they attacked the Fort 
of Dedem, but we repulſed them with a very 

conſiderable Loſs on their Side, though they 

mine and blow up pretty faſt the Work unſuc- 

ceſsfully, for by ours 1 2 Hundred are "I 
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TRE 
and wounded. N. inety Miners juſt arrived have 
worked fo happily, as to diſcover all their De- 
ligne. The Ships with the Artillery are arrived, 
which brought three twelve Pounders, two of 
which are placed on Kyk en de Pot, and even 
now fire on the Ehen At high Water we 
expect twelve twenty four Pounders. 
Auguſt 16. About one o Clock this Morning 
the French ſprung a Mine under the Lunette 
of Zealand, got Poſſeſſion of the Breach by a 
ſmart Attack, and made a Lodgment; they 
continued there till Eight, when we endea- 
voured to diſlodge them; we drove them from 
the Breach, and continued Maſters thereof for 
about Half an Hour, in which Time we de- 
ftroyed their Lodgment, and made a Breaſt- 
Work, but they returning to the Aſſault, made 
themſelves Maſters of it, which they continue 
ſtill to be. This Night a Sortie was made by 
four Officers and a hundered Volunteers from 
the Jambour, an Entrenchment in the Gorge 
of the Lunette of Zealand, but very unluckily 
three of the Officers were killed, or at leaſt ſo 
deſperately wounded on the firſt Onſet, that 
they were unfit for Command ; the whole Party 
fell into ſo an irretrievable Confuſion, that the 
whole Deſign fell to the Ground, and produced 
none of the Effects intended by it We are 
pretty quiet now from the Noiſe of Cannon, 
but we are under momentary Apprehenſions of 
their Mines, though our Men fail not to coun- 
| ter-work them with great Succeſs. © 
e 


ILL 
Auguſt 17. This Day had no very great Mat- 
ters to be remarked, but that our noble Cron- 
rom was with every Corps, both of the Mili- 
tary and Artillery, to encourage them. Ag 
ſoon as it was dark the French made three dif- 
ferent Attacks at a ſhort Diſtance of Time one 
from the other, on the Jambour of the Lunette 
of Zealand; but the Heſſians repulſed them with 
ſo much Bravery, that they retired with Loſs. 
A little after we ſprung two Mines with much 
Execution, and To-morrow we think to at- 
tack their two new Batteries of Cannons and 


Mortars. 


5 Auguſt 18. The ſpringing the Mines, and 


the Attacks on both Sides, have been bloody, 
but the Enemy's Loſs is ſuperior to ours ; we 
have loſt but 200, and they 600. About 
Break of Day this Morning ſome of our Vo- 
lunteers drove the French from the Paliiadoes. 
The French are ſtill lodged on an Angle of an 
half Moon without Cœehorn Baſtion, it will coſt 
much Blood to drive them out, but it muſt be 
ſpent; they ſeem to have done with Fort 


Rover, for the laſt Sally was not, I believe, very 


pleaſing to them. This Evening a Bomb fell 
upon the Top of an Houſe, in which I was 
with ſome Officers at an haſty Refreſhment ; it 


tore the Houſe to Pieces, killed twelve fine 
Gentlemen, and -with a Splinter wounded me 


ſo deeply in the Skull, as to pierce through 
two Tables. I was taken up out of the Rubbiſh 


for dead, and continued Days without Senſe, 
8 8 E22 
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but I was nurſed admirably well and tenderly 
by my Man Ph:lip, to whom I owe my Life : 
This confined me one and twenty Days, fo that 
now for the Continuance of my Journal I muſt 
depend upon the Works of the Men of moſt 


Honour, with whom I converſe. - 


Auguft 19. Poor Capt. 3 of the Train, 


a moſt ſkilful Officer, is wounded in the Shoulder, 


it is feared he will not be fit for Service for ſome 
Time, which will be a great Loſs to the Garri- 
ſon. Mining and countermining is the whole 
Buſineſs of both Parties. The Aim of the 
French is to deſtroy by their Works the Gallerie 
. Majeure, which preſerves our Communication 
with all the Works: The moſt prejudicial Effects 
of their Mines was the ſhaking and cracking in 
ſeveral Places our main Vault, but is now re- 
paired with ſtrong Timber. General Cronflrom 
is making the beſt Diſpoſitions for the Defence 
of the Town, and reſolves to {ell 1 it Inch by 


Auguſt 20. The French are making great 
Preparations to celebrate the Feaſt of St. Louis, 

but as we know them to be a cunning and po- 
litick People, we ſuſpect that there is ſomething 
more in their Heads than making an Holiday. 

Juſt now the Enemy ſprung a Mine, by which 
they greatly damaged the Head and ſome'of the 
main Part of the Gallery facing the Ravelin of 


Deadem. Here they endeavoured to lodge, but 


to no Purpoſe, the Garriſon fallied, and after 
an obſtinate Struggle on both Sides, the French 


Wer e 


1 
were beaten off, then our Men tore up fifty of 
their Gabions, ſet them on Fire, and deſtroyed 
every Thing, Man or Work that came in their 
Way. It now appears, upon a fair Compu- 
tation, that the Enemy has loſt upwards of 
good Men. 

Aug. 21. We expect the 15 Battalions from 
his Royal Highneſs the Duke every Day, under 
the Command of General Chanclos: They conſiſt 
of Dutch, Hanoverians, Heſſians, and Auſtrians. 
This Morning we ſprung a Mine before Coehorn, 
but we know not what Effects it had. The 
Enemy have four Pieces before Pucelle : About 
twelve o'Clock this Night the French ſprung a 
Mine, which blew up the left Flank of the Lu- 
nette of Zealand, and broke and tore a: great 

Part of the Gallery. _ ” 

Auguſt 22. This Day having recovered my 
Underſtanding and Feeling, of which I had 
little or none fince my Wound, the Surgeon 
told me he muſt lay open my Head to take 
away the ſhattered Bones. He had my Con- 
ſent, and immediately went to Work, and 
brought away with his Trepan above fifty ſmall 
Bits of the bony Membrane of the Skull, and 
the two adjacent Tables. The Operation was 

extremely painful, and threw me into a little 
Fever, which went off in about fifteen Hours, 
the moſt of which Time I flept, by the help of 
an Opiate. The Enemy have worked hard 
To-day, and. have gained Lodgments in the 
Lunettes, but we do not obſerve that they erect 
E 3 5 any 
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any Batteries, Mines are blown up almoſt 
every Hour on either Side. OW 
Auguſt 23. The Mining continues inceſſant- 
ly; there is ſome Talk To day of laying' the 
whole Country under Water, but others more 
_ reaſonably ſpeak of filling the main Dike, to 
prevent the Enemy's ſapping the Walls ; but 
even this will not be done till the utmoſt Ex- 
tremity compells it. By another Mine ſprung 
this Night late the main Gallery has received 
farther Damage. The Men in the Line do 
extraordinary Duty and Service. The firing 
began to be very dreadful on both Sides this 
Night, and the Jambour of the Lunette of 
Zealand is blown up, becauſe of the extraor- 
dinary Hazard and Danger in relieving the Poſts. 
Auguſt 24. The French Fire, in their ſavage 
Manner, of hot Balls, has done laſt Night in- 
_ credible Miſchief ; for though they have got no 
Ground, yet they have ſet the Fouw-Straat 
and Hcog-Straat in Flames, which have burned 
with ſuch Violence, that it was with much 
Difficulty that my ' Servants ſaved me from pe- 
riſhing amidſt the Fire, for I was lodged in the 
Hoog-Straat ſince I was wounded ; they diſ- 
poſed of me in a little Houſe under the Walls, 
in which, if it ſhould be fired, I muſt certainly 
periſh, being quite unable to help myſelf from 
my great Loſs of Blood. The Order we heard 
of Yeſterday, for throwing the Water into the 
capital Ditch, is ſo far obeyed, as to have all 
Things got in Readineſs for that Purpoſe ; but 
= $7 | | It 
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it is not to be executed till Things come to the 


greateſt Deſperation, that is when we ſhall be 


no longer able to hold the Out-works. 

Au guſt 25. This being St. Lewis's Day, on 
Wen M. Lowendah! promiſed to preſent this 
Town to the French King, an incredible Num- 
ber of hot Balls and Bombs were thrown into 


the Town, and made 3 very furious Attacks 


upon the Lunette of Uzrecht, but we repulſed 
them with equal Bravery ; and at laft they re- 
tired after a conſiderable Loſs. + 
Auguſt 26 and 27. Theſe two Days no- 
thing remarkable has happened, only that we 


have gotten a freſh Supply of Cannon and Am- 
munition which we wanted very much. The 


French are in Diſtreſs for Powder; for they 
of late have charged their Bombs fo ſlightly, 
that not one half of them burſt. _ 

Auguſt 28 and 29. Theſe two Days Count 
Lowendabl has kept the Men ſeverely to work; 
and he is now entrenching . himſelf from Kyk 
en de Pot all along the Lines. We grow a little 
uneaſy that we are not reinforced ; we have a 
long Time expected 15 Battalions and fix Squa- 
drons ; now we are aſſured we ſhall have them 
Thurſday the firſt of the next Month. In the 


Night of the 28th we made a ſmall Sally, 


but it turned to very little Account; for we- 


did not cut off above 12 or 14 Men. The Fire 
grows hot now about eleven we have loſt a 

good many People by it. 
Auguſt 30. Towards this Morning or at 
the latter End of laſt Night the Enemy ſprung 
| E 4 a 


Mine 
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a Mine to ruin the Remains of the Lunette of 
Zealand. We are apprehenſive that they in- 
tend a Battery of five or more Guns againſt the 
Ravelin of Dedem. A Deſerter has informed 
us, that the French Companies thin apace; for 
from 40, they are fallen to 18 or 20 Men; 
the moſt conſiderable Service done, was the 
deſtroying moſt of the Enemy's Approaches, 

Auguſt 3 1. Nothing To- day, but ſmart 
firing on both ſides for about three Hours, and 
then a dead Silence enſued. To- day we were 
informed of the Death of brave General Smzi/- 
ſaert, by a malignant Fever. General Chan- 
clos has been in the Town, and thinks it ſtill 
in a fine Poſture of Defence; we expect that 
he will throw in his Corps quickly. The Lu- 
nette of Zealand is To-day entirely blown up 
by the French. 

September 1. The F vench ſeem to be a little 
| fleepy To-day ; they have attempted not the 
| leaſt Advance, tho' we underſtand that they 
talk moſt couragiouſſy. We are ſurprized ſince 
that they have ruined the Gallery, that they 
make no Attempt upon the Foffe. We watch 
them cloſely ; for it was thought, by a Moti- 
on they made juſt now, that they had the 
Poſſe 1 in View. 

Sept. 2. The Lunette of Zealand, which we 
have entirely abandoned, has not been thought 
fit for a Lodgmeut by the Enemy ; this fur- 
niſhed us with various Conjectures, but the 
Point 1 is Cleared up juſt now; for by a Coun- 
ter- mine 


2 


N 


ter · mine they have entirely ruined it, A little after 
Noon they made a Shew of attacking the Lu- 


nette of Utrecht; it was but a Fein But i 


makes our moſt experienced Officers believe, 
that they will direct their whole Efforts to- 
wards it. They made the Attempt on Y en 
de Pot a blind to us; for their ſole Intention 
thereby, as Deſerters aſſured us, was only to 


cover their making a ſecond and third Paral- 


lel of Circumvallation and Contravallation. 
Sept. 3. Yeſterday Evening it being diſco- 
vered, that the Enemy intended an Attack 


upon the Lunette of Utrecht, and ſtorm it; 


two Mines were prepared on the Right of the 
Lunette, and upon their advancing were ſprung, 
which not only deſtroy'd all their Works, but 
blew up a Company of Grenadiers. Their 
Want of Powder is now viſible by the 
Slowneſs of their Fire, and the ill Succeſs of 
their Bombs. The Army of Baron Schwart- 
zenburg, who ſucceeded Prince Waldeck, by a 
Reinforcement from the Duke, is now F orty 
Battalions and Ten Thouſand Horſe. The 
Spirits of our Soldiery are greatly raiſed by 
the Encouragement they have bad in the 
Promiſe of Rewards in Money for their good. 
Behaviour, at the raiſing of the Siege, out. of a. 
Fund of ſeveral thouſand Pounds collected for 
that purpoſe in Holland, particularly 1700 J. 
at Amſterdam, and 1000 ]. ſent by an old Lady, 
who ſays ſhe will make them the: ſame Preſent 
every Week while they defend the Town. 


Sept. 
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Sept. 4. Laſt Night about 12, fix Sit and 
an Ofticer made a Sally, threw down all the 
Enemy's Earth Sacks, and ſet their Gabions on 
fire, which burn'd violently for two Hours, 
after which they all came ſafe back into the Gal- 
lery, except one who was taken Priſoner by the 
falling of an Earth Sack upon him. Our Miners 
do good Work ; for hearing thoſe of the Enemy 
working near one of our Mines, as they intend- 
ed to withdraw the Charge, fired it in the 
Evening when they came to work again, and 
blew up every Man of them. All the Damage 
the laſt Mine they ſprung was, to ſhake our 
Gallery, and kill two Men. As we are ſtill 
Maſters of the Lunette of Irrecht, To day it 
was ordered, for the Conſervation of it, that 


there ſhould conftantly be 60 Men in the Re- 
doubt, and a Reſerve of 30 in the Gallery under 
the Lunette. Our Fire is ſuperior to that of 


the Enemy's. _ 
Sept. 5. Count L has diſmounted 
his Cavalry, and they do Duty in the Trenches, 
by which one would think his Army is thin d. 
Tbe French To-day endeavoured to make a 
Lodgment on the Ruins of the Lunette of Zea- 
land, but the Garriſon made a Sally, put many 
to the Sword, and burned all their Faſcines and 
Gabions. This Lodgment they muſt compleat 
before they can attack the Ravelin of Dedem : 
This they are fo ſenſible of, that they are en- 
deavouring to raiſe Batteries on the Coun- 
terſcarp to batter the Ravelin in Breach : 
We will prevent them it we can, A De- 
ſerter 
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ſerter tells us, that the Prince of Orange's Birth- 
day, which we celebrated by a furious Fire 
on the French, as well as by friendly Bowls 


amongſt ourſelves, has done the Enemy as 


much, if not more Miſchief than any Day 
ſince the Siege began; the ſame Perſon informs 
us, that an entire free Company with their Of- 
fers had deſerted, and marched for Oudenboſch: 
This we find to be true; for by Advice 
from thence, we are aſſured that they are ar- 
rived there. Juſt now the Enemy have ſprung 
a Mine on the right Face of the Baſtion Pu- 
celle, it has broken above ſixty Feet of the 
Gallery, but has done no other Service to 
them. 
Sept. 6. The Hog are very induſtrious 
To- day in demoliſhing the Counterſcarp in the 
Front of the Attack. Another Party are very 
hard at work upon the Lunette of Zealand; 
but I hope we ſhall before Night drive them 
from their Labour. I ſuppoſe they intend two 
Lodgments by this extraordinary Work ; but 
they will be very troubleſome ones, as ever 
they made, if we have but a Dozen Miners 
remaining in the Garriſon. We intend to give 
them To-night a Supper, and To-morrow a 
Breakfaſt, how agreeable to their Stomachs it 
may prove, I know not. 


Sept. 7. Laſt Night, as we propoſed, we 


ſprung a Mine on the leit Face of the Lunette 


of Utrecht; it had all the Effect we could de- 


fire from it, deſtroying a great Number of my 
an 
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and tearing into Pieces a Lodgment, on which 
the French had ſpent infinite Labour in fixing 


and bringing it to Perfection. We made two 


ſmall Sallies this Morning, but we did no great 
Matters, the one was from the Ruins of the 
Lunette of Zealand, and the other from that 


of Utrecht ; we killed indeed about fix or eight 


Men, ſet hate Faſcines and Gabions on Fire, 
and brought off all their Tools, and in this 


Enterprize there was but one Man wound- 


ed. 


Sept. 8. The Enemy has been certainly ſup- 


lied with Powder, hos their Fire grows now 
both ſharp and frequent, and they have with- 
in the laſt twelve Hours thrown an incredible 
Number of Bombs into the Town, which be- 
gins now to fink very faſt into Ruins. The 
French, though they ſtill profeſs vaſt Friend- 
fhip to the Dutch, ſhew it in a very odd 


Manner, by bringing Deſolation on them as 
faſt as Opportunity ſerves. The Sailors have 
done excellent Service, having ruined the E- 


nemy's Battery that played: on _ en de Pot 
and in the Haven. 

Sept. 9. The firſt Sight we had this Morn- 
ing to entertain us was four Batteries, which the 
Enemy had unmasked. The firſt on the 
Cover'd. Way near the left Face of Utrecht, 


of four Guns, two of which play on the right 


Flank of the Baſtion: Villiam, and the other 
two on the right Face of Pucelle. The ſecond 
of three Pieces, on the right Face of the 

| - Ravelin 
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Ravelin of Dedem, which fire on the left Face 
of Coeborn, and the Orillon, or Blind, where 
they diſmounted our Guns, and killed us ſe- 
veral Men. The third of three Guns alſo on 
the Ruins of the Lunette of Zealand, which 
ſcours the left Face of Coehorn. And the fourth 
on the Cover'd Way, between the Ravelin of 
Dedem and the Lunette of Utrecht; this with 
three Guns batters the right Flank of Pucelle. 
We expect, ſince their Hands are in, a Num- 
ber of other Batteries {till to be erected, riow 
they ſeem in earneſt, and determined to carry 
the Town. Count Louendabl had this Day 
the Mortification, being then himſelf in the 
Trenches, to ſee ſome Men of a Detachment 


from the Regiment of Normandy come over to 
us. 


Sept. 10. This Morning alſo preſented us 


with the View of two new Batteries, one u 
on the Cover'd Way, the other on Zealand; 
we have in return to their ſeveral Compliments 
opened a new Battery on the Baſtion of Hol- 
land, whence we intend to ſalute them To- 
morrow Morning on their Flank, if not ſoon- 
I ſhould have obſerved, in the Note of 
2 ule that in the Afternoon we ſprung 
one of the Enemy's Mines to great Advan- 
tage. All this Morning the Firing has been 


terribly hot on both Sides; but we have this 


Comfort that we, have received no — 
e by It.) 


Sept, 
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Sept. 11. The Enemy have made a moſt 
furious Fire ever ſince Break of Day, and al- 
moſt every half Quarter of an Hour a Bomb 
burſt in the Town; they in the Lines are no 
more at Quiet than we are, they batter with 
much Rage the Baſtions of Coehorn and Pu- 
celle, and the Ravelin of Dedem, and to in- 
creaſe our Uneaſineſs, and create in us Diſmay, 
x poflible, they have brought two Pieces of 
heavy battering Cannon to bear on the very 
Flank of the Baſtion of William. I have ob- 
ſerved for ſome Days paſt, that a certain Body 
of our Allies take particular Care to be out of 
the Way of Danger. If Things ſhould come 
to ſo cloſe a puſh as a Storm, or Breaeh, I 
ſhould be very loth to repoſe any Hopes in 
the Courage of theſe Men. 

Sept. 12. The French are, we are el 
to be reinforced by ſome choice Cayalry, and 
they ſeem now ſo determined, and egged on 
ſo urgently by their General, that our Fate 
muſt ſoon be determined, for if the Town is 
to be carried either by fair Play or Treachery, 
it muſt go; for I am of an Opinion, that the 
Enemy will not ſcruple how they get it fo they 
40 get it. In ſpite of all our Care in Mines 
md Sallies, they are gathering upon us by 
he Work of their Gunners ; this Morning they 
are battering in Breach the right Face of Pu- 

celle, the left of Cbeborn, and the cloſe Traverſe | 
on the Lunette of Zealand, I begin to fear the 
Town 
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Town in Danger, I cannot account to myſelf 
why I think ſo, but it hangs upon me. 


Sept. 13 Their Fire is prodigiouſly hot again 
this Morning, and it is returned as ſmartly, ſo 


that nothing but the Thunder of Cannon, 
burſting of Bombs, and the Cries of the wound- 
ed are to be heard, a and nothing ſeen but Sheets 
of Lightning and Smoak. A Man muſt be 
tollerably well inured to this Work, to bear it 
unſhocked. Towards Noon they turned their 
particular Attention to the Ravelin of Dedem, 
which we long expected, and were ſurprized 
that their Efforts were not aimed that Way; ; 
they fired for ſome Time moſt furiouſly on 
it, but our Cannon on the Bateries behind the 


Orillons raked them ſo freely, that they were 


obliged to retire, nor can they ever hope or 
pretend to batter the Ravelin in Breach, till 
they have diſmounted our Cannon upon the 
aku 


Sept. 14. This Day our Engineers gave us 


much Encouragement, particularly a very in- 


genious Gentleman lately arrived from England, 
whoſe Name I cannot recollect, in aſſuring us, 
if that all Things were well conducted in the 
Town, that we need be under little Apprehen- 
ſion of the Enemy's Works: They have made 
another Effort to Day on the Rayelin, but were 
ſoon tired of the Sport: Then in ſome Hours 
they fell upon Pucelle, but their Battery againſt 
that was quickly. diſmounted. They are very 
much ſtraitened, as our r Gentlemen of the Train 

talk, 
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talk, for Ground to plant more Cannon, Whe- 


ther it is owing to Whim from a conſtant Head- 
Ach, my Wound taking cold, or that I am 


diſtracted by the uneaſy Noiſe of the Artillery, 


T know not, but I have an ugly Preſage hang on 


my Mind, that Things will take an unpleaſing 


Turn, but in what Shape it has not yet entered 
into my Head. I ſee Breaches in it, which 


gives me no ſmall Uneaſineſs. 
Sept. 15. The Enemy's Fire is growing every 
Hour. more conſiderable and outrageous, the 


Breaches are all widened, particularly that of 


Dedem, too much widened to be looked at 


without a Pang for the Fate of the Town. We 
have ſprung a Mine under the Jambour of 
Utrecht,. reſolving to abandon it, but the Mine 
not having the deſired Effect, we were obliged 


to repoſſeſs it. We made a Sally from Dedem, 


hoping to nail the Cannon which battered in 
Breach, but though the Behaviour of the Body 
on that Service was moſt gallant and extraordi- 


nary, yet it was attended with no Succeſs: All 


this Day and Night, it being now almoſt Twelve, 


the Enemy's Fire has been hotter than J ever 


obſerved it from the Beginning of the Siege: 


Several Mines have been ſprung, by which many 


of the Works have ſuffered fince Nightfall. 


POS T- 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Dran WEL] 
+ WAS in great Hopes, that by the Time 


this arrived to your Hands, I ſhould put it 


in your Power to congratulate me and the reſt 
of the brave unfortunate Men here, on our 
' forcing the French to raiſe the Siege; but alas! 
Things are ſtrangely. altered, Bergen-op- Zoom 
is taken, and I am a Fugitive now at Ouden- 
boſeh, and it was with much ado I was able to 
reſerve Life, at the ſcandalous Price of Flight. 
he Spirits of our Men, which were ſo gay 
and lively a few Days fince, are now low and 


dejected ; they look u _ themſelves as be- 


trayed, and cannot with any Patience ſee or 
converſe with thoſe, whom they account their 
Betrayers. On Friday the 15th, about Twelve, 
I retired to reſt, having a violent Head-Ach, 
and ſlept from that Time till Four, and then 
awakened by Bombs and Cannons'; 1 opened 


my Eyes HG refreſhed : In a little Space I 


heard a Mine ſprung with a moſt hideous Crack, 


and then the Enemy firing from all their Batte- a 
ries at once, their Noiſe might almoſt vie with 
the moſt dreadful Claps of the Aerial Thun- 
der, and the dreadful Effects almoſt take Place 


of Lightning. I got to my Window, and ſee- 
ing a Dutch Soldier paſſing by, I aſked where 
as Mine I Heard juſt now blew up; he an- 
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about or before the Ravelin of Dedem. I now 
thought it no Time to think farther of Sleep, 
but ſtill being a little giddy, I waited in; my 
Quarters till the Drums ſhould beat to Arms, 
ſuppoſing that there would be a very ſmart 
Attack, but had not the leaſt Conception that 
they intended to force the Town now. .The 
Firing continued violently, but the Garriſon did 
not ſeem. to prepare to meet Violence with Vio- 
lence, till the Regiment of Deutz, which was 
under Arms to March upon Duty into the 
Lines, gave the Alarm, and then, when the 
People flew to Arms, they had the unpleafing ]. 
View of fifty Companies of Grenadiers, ſup- 
ported by ſixteen Battalions, who had thrown 
themſelves into the Foſſe : Now this cutting 
off the Communication with the Town and the 
Outworks, they fell upon the Ravelin of Dedem 
by Breach, under the Favour of which Fire 
ſome of their Men got in from behind, and ſoon 
made themſelves Maſters of it. At this Junc- 
ture two Companies of Grenadiers, one of the 
Regiment of Thierri, and the other of Starler, 
attempted to mount to the Aſſiſtance of the 


5 People in the Ravelin, but the firſt | fell into 


. Diforder immediately, and the other, was ob- 
_ liged to retreat overpowered with Numbers, but 
. till they endeayoured to defend the Place ; but 
the Enemy forcing the Sally of Fallenius, be- 


gan directiy to ſcale at the four Breaches of 575 


Baſtions of Pucelle and Coeborn, They who 


| guarded 
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ſwered with a careleſs Churliſhneſs, ſomewhere, | 
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| 2775 theſe Poſts were quickly diſlodged, and 


en the French diſperſed themſelves on both' 
Sides along the Curtains and in the Streets. 
The Regiment of Deutz made ſome Oppoſition 


till the Prince of Pbilipſtal came up with as 


many as he could gather in the Confuſion. 


Here they had a Proof how valuable the High- 


landers, Scotch. Hollanders, and all the Natives 
of Great Britain on that Service, were to the 


States, for they fought like Lions to the De- 
: ſtruction of their Corps, while our faithful 
Friends and Allies ſang us the ſecond Part to 


the ſame Tune, of Fontenoy, and Bilſen or Val. 
The Arrival of the Prince put a Stop to the 


| French for almoſt an Hour, being then before 


the Quarters of Gener. 1 Cronſtrom, who was juſt 
awakened, for Durchmen will ſleep unaccount- 


ably ſometimes: We advanced into the Square, 


and made fo ſmart a Fire upon them, that they 


were obliged to form an haſty Lodgment of 


Faſcines and Gabions, but all freſh Forces 
coming, and ours diminiſhing, they threw them- 
ſelves into the Houſes, whence they annoyed 
us ſo ſorely with their Shot, that we were ob- 
liged to retreat in the beſt Order we could to 


the Gate of Steenbergen, and thank God we 
got out of it. The Prince of Phil: pftal was 


wounded, doing all that a great Genes could; 


and 1 have the Mark of Ber gen-op-Zoom renew - 


ed upon me, by a Wound in the brawney Part 
of my left Arm, by a Mufet-Ball, but it did 
na q other Harm than to paſs through and tear 
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the Fleſh and Cloaths. What Loſs | we . 
A in my brave private Brother Soldiers, 

as yet we know not; but the Behaviour of the 
North Britons has removed a Prejudice I had 
conceived againſt them in the Time of the Re- 


bellion, which was, that I thought no Virtue 


could reſide in a vulgar untaught Scot, but I 


find, if they are not miſled, they are both 
faithful and brave : Requieſcant i in pace. 


Thus is Bergen op- Zoom loſt, long and man- 
fully p reſerved at the Price of unknown Blood 
and * 2.6: and that Britiſb Blood, the more 


the Pity, held for an ungrateful People, Who 


know no Virtue but the Art of getting. and 
keeping Money, for which they will not only 
ſacrifice their Country and beſt Friends, but 

any Thing elſe that interferes with - the Views | 


of their own private Advantage : Thus have 
the Keys of Zealayg, and, indeed, all Holland 


fallen! =o the Hands of the French, for whom 
their own People, who are not in the grand Se- 
cret, declare, they entertain a higher Regard 


than for the Engliſh, J ſuppoſe, becauſe they 


can bubble one, and are only a bare Match for 
' the other. 

Many of their own Politicians do not {crople 
to whiſper, nay grumble aloud, that they 
ſuſpect Treachery in the Affair of this Town, 
for how, ſay they, could Things be brought 
to ſo ſtrange a Crifis in ſuch a Junfture o- 


1 therwiſe! and if there is any Credit to be 
; 2 to the Oath of the two "Officers ſent on 


a 1 


7 


. 


Fol. 


be a better Underſtanding between the moſt 


- Chriſtian Turk and ſome of the great ones in 


Holland, than fuits with their Obligations to 
England; they are good Friends, and this 
taking of Towns is to tire out the Allies, and 
give the conſcientious Neuters a Power of en- 
riching themſelves by the Miſery of a War car- 
ried on in their own Territorities; if this is fo 


| what can be thought of them? I will add ano- 
ther IF, which is, / I find it to be fo, I will 


rather reſign my Commithion into the gracious 
Hands from which I received it, than ever 
draw Sword in the Cauſe, or make myſelf the 


2 Mice: from Sluis to Loweridabl, there tnuſt 


unpitied Slave and Victim of the Enemies of 


my Country, as all Men muſt be fo, who act 
upon ſuch Principles as I have mentioned, if. I 
have Life and Reſolution. * 
I had a Hint from an honeſt Hanouerian 
Officer here, who ſeemed much incenſed at 
the ill Treatment he ſuppoſed his Prinee met 


with. Says he, I have known the 95 


many Years, and know they will play ſtrange bs 


Pranks; but if what I ſuſpect be true, I think 
what they are about now is the moſt villaitious 


Jobb they ever did to England fince the Affair 
of Amboyna. Sir, it is Scot to) you, me, and 
every reaſoning Man, that they have ſhewed a 
ſtrong Propenfion toa N eutrality fince the Com- 


mencement of the War, therefore I ſuppoſe 


there is a Juggle in the Surrender of ſo many „ - x 
Times and ene Defence of 3 5 it is Plain, = 
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